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Coble Printing ~ Laurie Stephens, Kevin and Claudia King
WHEREAS, in 1928, Dan A. Coble was owner of the Oxford Public Ledger and determined to sell the newspaper to Atlas Nathaniel Critcher, while keeping the print shop for himself and his son to run as a separate business that he named Coble Printing Company; and 
WHEREAS, the initial location of Coble Printing was on Littlejohn Street and remained there until 1066, when it moved to its current Hillsboro Street location; and
WHEREAS, Dan’s son, C. E. Coble, exchanged the printing business for bills due to Dr. Noblin in 1960, who then sold the business to Dermott Hedrick, who then sold it to his sister Josephine (Josie), a bookkeeper, and her husband Earl Rose who was a typesetter; and 
WHEREAS, Rodney Rose took over the business from his parents in 1983 (although some say Josie still ran the company, Rod just thought he owned it), splitting it into printing and office supply, which his father Earl managed; and 
WHEREAS, Laurie Stephens started working at Coble Printing as a graphic artist in 1984 after graduating from Central Piedmont Community College with a degree in Commercial art, later being trained as a typesetter and then in the darkroom, making the shift to computers when the first Macintosh came on the scene; and
WHEREAS, in upstate New York, in 1977, Kevin King earned a degree in Communications Media and AV Technology, starting his printing career right out of college as well; he then trained as a typesetter and to run the cameras before moving to Brodock Press in Utica for 13 years where he learned to run the large 40” press; and
WHEREAS, the South and Harper Prints of Henderson beckoned both Kevin and Claudia King to the area in 1994, and Kevin started to work at Coble Printing in the year 2000; and
WHEREAS, when Rodney Rose died in 2003, Kevin and Laurie decided to buy the business together, operating it with Claudia until May 28, 2021, providing personal service to all customers no matter how small the job, investing in a wide format printer that could print banners and canvasses to help weather the shifting tides of technology and the internet; and 
WHEREAS, the best thing about running Coble Printing Company has been not only getting to know and receiving the support of the nice folks in Oxford and Granville County, but also the pride of ownership and bringing it in the digital age; 
Now, THEREFORE, I, Jacqueline vdH Sergent, Mayor of the City of Oxford, along with the Oxford Board of Commissioners, do hereby recognize Laurie Stephens and Kevin King for giving 18 more years of life to an historic DT business and, with Claudia, devotedly working with churches, funeral homes, family reunions, weddings, and all in between to deliver a quality product, always. You, and your business “right down the street”, will be missed.  May you be proud of your impact and thrive as you venture forth.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of Oxford NC, to be affixed this the 8th day of June 2021.


                                             
Jacqueline vdH Sergent ~ Mayor, City of Oxford

